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TAGS: MASS, US, SO 

SUBJECT: ETHIOPIAN PROTEST OVER US DECISION ON ARMS TO 
SOMALIA 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. 

1 . ETHIOPIAN RADIO ANNOUNCED EVENING AUGUST 2 THAT FOREIGN 
MINISTER FELLEKE GEDLE-GHIORGIS HAD CALLED IN US AND UK 
CHARGES TO EXPRESS STRONG EPMG DIPLEASURE OVER RECENT 
AMERICAN AND BRITISH DECISIONS TO PROVIDE ARMS TO SOMALIA 
AND TO REQUEST CLARIFICATION AS TO REASONS FOR THESE DECI- 
SIONS. 

2. NEWS ANNOUNCEMENT WENT ON TO SAY THAT IN HIS REPLY US 
CHARGE TIENKEN HAD INDICATED THAT US WAS ONE OF SEVERAL 
COUNTRIES SOALIA HAD ASKED FOR ASSISTANCE AND THAT, AFTER 
CONSULTING WITH THESE COUNTRIES, US HAD AGREED IN PRIN 
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CIPLE TO CONSIDEBE MAKING DEFENSIVE WEAPONS AVAILABLE. ACCOR- 
DING TO REPORT. CHARGE HAD FURTHER ASSURED MINISTER THAT 
ANY WEAPONS PROVIDED WERE NOT INTENDED FOR AGGRESSION 
AGAINST OTHER COUNTRIES, AND THAT ONE OF CONDITIONS WHICH 
WOULD ACCOMPANY FURNISHING OF SUCH ARMS WAS THAT THEY NOT 
BE USED AGAINST ETHIOPIA (SIC). 
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3. NEWS FURTHER QUOTED CHARGE AS SAYING THAT AMERICAN 
GOVERNMENT SUPPORTS PRINCIPLE OF TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY, 

AS EMBODIED IN OAU CHARTER. END UNCLASSIFIED. 

4. BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL. AS DEPARTMENT AWARE, IN MY REPLY TO 
FELLEKE, I NOT ONLY READ OUT, BUT ALSO MADE COPIES AVAIL- 
ABLE OF, TEXTS OF SECRETARY'S JULY 29 COMMENTS TO PRESS 
AND OF PRESS GUIDANCE ON US ARMS DECISION CONTAINING 
LANGUAGE ON TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY. EPMG HAS OBVIOUSLY CHOSEN 
TO PARAPHRASE LANGUAGE IN MANNER THAT BETTER SUTIS ITS 
PURPOSES, BUT GENERALLY STUCK TO WHAT I HAD SAID. IF ASKED 

BY PRESS OR DIPLOMATIC CORPS REGARDING CITATION AT END OF 
PARA 1 ABOVE, I SHALL AGAIN QUOTE SECRETARY'S ANSWER TO 
INDICATE WHAT WAS ACTUALLY SAID. 

TIENKEN 
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